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Candidates should write an essay that explores the dual nature of artificial intelligence’s (AI) impact on diplomacy.
The essay should include a brief historical context of how technology has previously transformed diplomatic practices (e.g.,
telegraph, telephone, Internet), establishing a foundation for understanding Al’s current impact.

The essay should highlight AI’s capacity to enhance efficiency in data processing, early warning systems, and public
diplomacy, while also addressing the ethical dilemmas, issues of algorithmic bias, and the potential erosion of human agency
in decision-making. Candidates should discuss how AI might transform key diplomatic functions such as negotiation
strategies, intelligence gathering, and multilateral cooperation.

Specific examples should include: Al-powered conflict prediction systems, automated translation for diplomatic
communications, the use of Al in cyber diplomacy, virtual embassies and digital ambassadors, Al-assisted treaty analysis, and
predictive modeling for international relations scenarios. Other relevant examples may be considered, if properly related to the
proposed topic.

The essay should also address the challenges and risks, including: concerns about algorithmic bias in diplomatic
decision-making, the potential for Al to be manipulated by hostile actors, issues of data privacy and security in diplomatic
communications, the risk of over-reliance on automated systems, and the potential loss of human intuition and cultural
sensitivity in diplomatic negotiations.

Candidates can argue for the necessity of developing international norms and regulations for Al in diplomacy to
ensure its responsible and ethical deployment. The essay should emphasize the continued irreplaceable role of human
judgment, interpersonal trust, and cultural understanding in diplomatic relations. Candidates can explore other relevant
arguments, as long as they are adequately pertinent and connected to the topic presented.

The conclusion may address how diplomacy might evolve to incorporate Al while maintaining its core principles of
representation, negotiation, and reporting. Candidates should demonstrate understanding that while Al can enhance diplomatic
capabilities, the fundamental human elements of diplomacy remain essential.

The essay should be well structured, with clear introduction, body paragraphs addressing different aspects of the topic,
and a thoughtful conclusion. Given the 65-70 line requirement, candidates should ensure adequate depth in their analysis while
maintaining coherence and avoiding superficial treatment of the subject.
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Narratives have shaped history and strategic narratives in particular have played a key role in the relations between
men and nations, even if the many distinct strands of narratives often clash with each other. Once a given narrative becomes
prevalent within a group or society, it will seldom be replaced but it is malleable enough to change and adjust to new historic
circumstances. Polarity-based narratives, in which international relations are viewed as power struggles, are contraposed to
network-based narratives, in which a more diverse array of actors diffuses the influential impact in international relations.
If the idea of polarity is abandoned altogether and the network-based narrative knowledges are adopted instead, humanity can
come to a clearer and deeper understanding of the contemporary world.

Unlike polarity-based narratives, network-based narratives provide a very complex and nuanced multi-layered account
of countries and their relationships, for they incorporate in their wider framework contemporary and hitherto unknown or new
non-state actors playing vital roles in global affairs alongside traditional state actors.

In a post-Cold War international scenario, a general consensus has not yet emerged on the true nature of the
international order. Diverse types of actors, such as non-state organisations, have been playing fundamental roles in the
international influence setting, even though the key roles of great political powers have remained unreduced. Therefore, the
features of today’s international order require the construction of narratives that are able to account for this multi-layered web
of interactions and influence, that characterizes the contemporary landscape of international relations.
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